
JHoliday
Issue 2009

presented by

As members of IJO we are part of the largest Buying Group in
the world, almost 900 jewelers strong, bringing you exclusive
styles and the best values in the industry. As professional jew-

elers, we have a responsibility to our customers and our community…to maintain the high-
est standards and preserve your fine jewelry investment. ©2009 IJO, Inc., Norwalk, CT

Stop In With
Your Questions

A
s the traditional colors for New Year’s
celebrations, black symbolizes the
end of the old year and white repre-

sents the birth of the new year. Opaque
black and white gems have
a crisp beauty and a formal
elegance that looks smart
with any outfit,whether set
separately or together in
white or yellow gold, plat-
inum, palladium,or sterling
silver. Here is a selection of
the most popular black and
white gems.

BLACK GEMS
Black Onyx � A midnight
black variety of opaque
agate which is quite hard
and doesn’t scratch easily.
Often permanently dyed to
intensify color. Popular for
rings, cufflinks, pins and bracelets.

Black Pearl � Deeply hued Tahitian pearls
have a high surface luster and come in fas-
cinating iridescent dark shades with over-
tones of purple, peacock blue, and bronze.

Black Diamond � A popular favorite with
many fashion-forward jewelry designers.
Black diamonds are especially striking when
combined with sparkling white diamonds.

WHITE GEMS
White Pearl � The Queen
of Gems, either the famous
cultured Akoya pearls or
the popular freshwater
pearls. They’re available in
many dramatic shapes in-
cluding round, oval, petal,
coin, and button.

Moonstone � This translu-
cent form of the mineral
feldspar has a shimmering
inner glow,called adulares-
cence, that resembles
moonlight when the gem
is cut in a rounded cabo-
chon shape.

White Jade � Precious jade has been
revered for thousands of years and is one of
the toughest gemstones known. It is
smooth,translucent,and takes a very bright
and lustrous polish.

T
his holiday season, fancy is the word that best describes the most popular

kind of diamond jewelry gifts that are not only beautifully unique,

but have lasting value too.

No longer is diamond jewelry limited to classic pure white,

colorless gems. Today, thanks to advanced technology, colored

diamonds, called “fancies” are now very affordable and available

in a host of beautiful hues that sparkle with a brilliant

inner fire that sets diamonds apart

from all other gems.

And you can choose

from a rainbow of vivid colors including red,

blue, pink, yellow, brown, peach, orange, purple, green,

violet, gray, and black.

Even better, fancy colored diamonds are also available in

a variety of special diamond cuts also called“fancies.”

These exciting shapes deliver maximum brilliance

and include heart, star, double pointed marquise, oval,

teardrop, princess, triangle, and emerald.

In addition,you have the choice of a wide array of new

and beautiful fancy settings that highlight the diamond’s

exquisite beauty.They’re available in white or yellow karat

gold, platinum, palladium, or sterling silver.

This year, you can be sure that a gift of fancy holiday dia-

mond jewelry...a ring, tennis bracelet, necklace, or pin...will not

only be the most treasured holiday gift, but will also have value

that lasts a lifetime.
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What Is Vermeil?
This is a French word, pronounced
ver-MAY, which describes a design in
karat gold which is electroplated over
sterling silver.To be called vermeil, the
gold must be at least 10K in fineness
and must be at least 1.5 micrometers
thick.

What Are Quoin Facets?
These are the first nine facets blocked
on a round brilliant-cut diamond.The
table and four bezel facets are on the
top and four pavilion facets are on
the bottom.They help determine the
shape and symmetry of the finished
diamond.

What Is A Bead Clasp?
A clasp in which the mechanism
which screws open and closed is hid-
den inside the bead. It is most com-
monly used for pearl or beaded
jewelry where it is camouflaged by
the other round items.
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